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cular, strigose, ciliate. Perianth 2.5-3 mm long. 
Achenes 2-3.5 x 2-3.5 mm, black, shining, biconvex. 

Distribution : Bengal, Assam, Bombay, Mysore, 
Madras and Ceylon. 

Field note: Frequent in the area, being found along 
the embankements of rivers and nullahs, in 
association with Arundo donax Linn. 

Flowers and Fruits: November-May; M. 0. Siddiqui 
983. 
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eskemukerjea malick et sengupta—a new genus of polygonaceae 

FROM NEPAL HIMALAYA 


Eskemukeijea Malick et Sengupta, gen. nov. 
Genus Pteroxygono arete affine, sed inflorescentiis 
paniculato-cymosis, pedicello fructifero nonala- 
to, styli liberi, fructibus oblongis trialatisque differt. 
Herbae volubiles vel scandentes. Folia petio- 
lata, alterna, simplicia, Integra, ocreis nontubu- 
losis. Inflorescentia axillaris vel terminalis, cymoso- 
paniculata. Flores hermophroditi, pedicellati, fas- 
ciculati in axillis scariosis bracteis. Tepala sub- 
aequalia, uniseriata, quincunciata, alba, persis- 
tentia. Stamina 8, discii affixa, lobis glandulifor- 
mibus alterna : antheris bithecis, loculis parallelis. 
Ovarium trigonum, uniloculare ; ovulum unicum a 
basi depositum: styli 3, liberi, stigmatibus capitatis. 
Nux oblonga, 3-gona trialata, tepala persistentia 
vel nonaccrescentia. 

Eskemukeijea nepalensis Malick et Sengupta, 
sp. nov. 

Herbae tenues, volubiles. Caulis fistulosus, sub- 
teretis, striatus, in sicco griseobrunneus, in parti- 
bus canaliculis puberulus, ceterum glaber. Folia 
alterna, simplicia, petiolata ; petiolis tenuissimi- 
bus, 0.3-3.5 (rarius 4) cm longis, supra canaliculatis, 
puberulis, infra glabris • lamina 2-6 X 1-3 cm, 
late ovata vel triangularia, profunde cordata ad 
basin, acuminata ad apicem, ciliata ad margines, 
membranaceo-coriacea, supra glabra, subtus ad 
nervos parce pubescentia, penninervia, nervis supra 
indistinctis, subtus prominentibus, nervis laterali- 
bus 4-6 jugis, nervis basalibus 5-7, auriculis late oblo¬ 
ngis vel ovoideis, obtusis 1-1.5 cm longis, stipulis 
scariosis, in ocream obliquam connatis. Inflorescen- 
lia terminalis vel axillaris, pniculata, puberula. 
Flores hermophroditi, 3-5 mm longi, fasciculis 4-5 
floribus ; bracteae ovatae, acutae, glabrae ; brac- 
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teolae ovato-acutae, breviores, glabrae; pedicellus 
1-1.3 cm longus, glaber, supra medium articulatis. 
Perianthum 5-partitum, 3.5-5 mm longum, album, 
segmentis ad basin connatis, 2 5-3=5 mm longis, 
oblongis vel obovatis, obtusis, trinervis. Stamina 
8, prope basin perianthii affixa, glandulis alterna, 
filamentis 1.5-2.5 mm longis. linearibus, glabris ; 
antheris 0.7-0.8 mm longis, oblongis. Ovarium 3- 
gonum, 1.5-2 mm longum, glabrum ; styli 3, 
a basi liberi, lineares, glabri, 0.8-1 mm longi, stig¬ 
matibus capitatis. Mux 3-gona, late alata, oblonga, 
1 cm longa, angulis oblongis, integris, glabris, tenui- 
ter coriaceis, 4-4.5 mm longis. Pedunculi fructi- 
feri 1.4-1.5 cm longi, 

Holotypus lectus a Jumla, in statu Nepal, alt 
c. 3000 m., Sept. 1963, Itoh & Rajbhandari 1175, 
positus in CAL. 

Eskemukeijea Malick et Sengupta, gen. nov. 

Scandentortwining herbs. petiolate, alternate, 
simple, entire ; stipules ochreaceous, non-tubular. 
Inflorescences axillary and terminal, cymose panicles. 
Flowers bisexual, pedicelled, fascicled in the axils 
of scarious bracts. Tepals 5, subequal, 1-seriate, 
auincuncial, whitish, unchanged after anthesis. 
Stamens 8, inserted and alternate with glandular 
disc-lobes ; anthers 2-thecous, with parallel lobes ; 
ovary trigonous, 1-celled with 1 basal ovule ; styles 
3, free ; stigmas capitate. Fruit 3-gonous, 3-alate, 
longer than perigone, oblong, with persistent non- 
accrescent tepals at base. 

Type species : Eskemukerjea nepalensis Malick et 
Sengupta. 

Closely resembles the rare N. Chinese genus 
Pteroxygonum Damm. et Diels, but markedly differs 
from it by paniculate cymose inflorescences, non- 
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alate fruiting pedicels, free styles and 3-winged 
oblong fruits. 

This genus is dedicated to Dr. S. K. Mukerjee. 
ex-Keeper, Central National Herbarium, Botani¬ 
cal Survey of India, for his valuable contributions 
to Indian Botany. 

Eskemukeriea nepalensis Malick et Sengupta, 

sp. nov. 

Slender, twining herbs. Stem subterete, fistular, 
glabrous except for the puberulent longitudinal 
furrow on alternating sides of successive interno¬ 
des, striate, grevish-brown in dried condition. Leaves 
alternate, simple, petiolate ; petiole 0.5-3.5 (4) cm 
long, very slender, grooved and puberulous above, 
glabrous beneath ; lamina 2-6 x 1-3 cm, broadly 
ovate-cordate to triangular, deeply cordate at base 
with broad oblong, ovoid, obtuse, 1-1,5 cm long 
auricles and deep triangular sinus, acuminate at 
apex, nearly entire or obscurely sinuate in lower 
half, margin ciliate with short setose hairs, thinly 
coriaceous, glabrous except for the sparsely hairy 
nerves beneath, penninerved, nerves faint above 
and prominent beneath, basal nerves 5-7, lateral 
nerves in 4-6 pairs, faint ; stipules ochreaceous, 
non-tubular, obliquely lanceolate, obtuse or acute, 
glabrous, scarious, margins ciliate, 0.4-0.5 cm long. 
Inflorescences axillary and terminal, paniculate, leafy, 
puberulent with flexuose branches. Flowers bisex¬ 
ual, 0.3-0.5 cm long, in clusters of 4-5 in the axils 
of scarious bracts ; bracts ovate, acute, glabrous ; 
bracteoles similar to bracts but smaller and more 
scarious, glabrous, ovate-acute. Pedicels 1-1,3 cm 
long, slender, glabrous, jointed a little above the 


middle. Perianth segments 5, connate at base into 
short obconic tube, 0.1-0.15 cm long ; segments 
0.25-0.35 cm long, oblong or obovate, obtuse, white, 
3-nerved from base, quincuncial. Stamens 8, inser¬ 
ted and alternating with lobes of glandular disc ; 
filaments 0.15-0.25 cm long, linear, glabrous ; 
anthers 0.7-0.8 mm long, oblong, 2-thecous, dor- 
sifixed, glabrous. Ovary 3-gonous, 0.15-0.20 cm 
long, glabrous ; styles 3, free up to base, linear, 
glabrous, 0.8-1 mm long ; stigmas minute, capitate ; 
disc glandular-lobed, brownish. Fruit 3-gonous, 
broadly winged, oblong, 1 cm long, with persistent 
non-accrescent tepals : wing oblong, entire, with 
nerves radiating outwards, glabrous, thinly coriac¬ 
eous, 0,4-0.45 cm long ; fruiting peduncles 1.4-1.5 
cm long. 

Nepal : Jumla, 3000 m, Sept. 1963, Itoh <2? Rajb- 
handari 1175 (CAL-holotype) 

The specific epithet is derived from Nepal where 
it was first found. 
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A NEW VARIETY OF ROSTELL ULARIA VAHLII FROM SOUTH INDIA 


Rostellularia vahlii (Roth) Nees var. rupicola 
Ellis, var. nov. 

Affinis varietati vahlii, ab ea tamen differt cauli- 
bus decumbentibus, radiantibus ex radice robusta 
lignosa ; foliis sessilibus et valde linearibus ; cys- 
tolithis in foliis rarioribus sed maioribus. 

Holotypus Ellis 16842 A lectus ad Srisailam, 
Nallamalais, in dist. Kurnool, in ditione Andhrica 
die 12 julii anni 1963 et positus in CAL ; isotypi 
Ellis 16842 B-M positi in MH. 

Rostellularia vahlii (Roth) Nees var. rupi¬ 
cola Ellis, var. nov. 

Allied to var, vahlii, but differs in stems being 


decumbent, radiating from a stout, woody root¬ 
stock; leaves sessile and very linear; cystoliths on 
leaves sparse and bigger. 

Slender procumbent herbs growing amidst rocky 
substrata, upto 50 cm long; stems radiating from 
a stout, woody rootstock, terete with nodes slightly 
swollen, glabrous, embedded with striated cyaoli- 
ths. Leaves sessile, linear, glabrous, upto 10 cm 
long; cystoliths present on the upper surface, sparse, 
ascending. Flowers pale pink, in somewhat in¬ 
terrupted, axillary or terminal, long or short linear 
spikes; bracts green with white margins, linear- 
lanceolate or ovate, ± 0.4 x 0.2 cm, faintly puberu¬ 
lous without and sparingly hairy on the margins, 








